Introduction
The Executive Board met twice in Melbourne. The first meeting preceded the World Congress iind was accompanied by the pre-Board meetings of the Standing Committees (Education Committee, Finance Committee, Protocol and Nominations Committee) and Ad Hoc Committees (International Congress Committee, Publicity and Publications Committee). This was the final meeting of the outgoing Executive Board. It was followed directly by the International Committee Meeting. The second meeting of the Executive Board took place on the Saturday immediately following the World Congress. This was the first meeting of the incoming Executive Board which had taken office at the World Assembly, during the World Congress.
Finance
The accounts for the past year were presented. There was a larger than normal deficit for the year. There were two reasons for this. Firstly there was a reduction in the market value of the Danish bonds in which much of the capital of the Society is invested. The short term loss in paper value would only be of real concern if bonds were sold at this time. It was explained, by Bent Ebskov, the Chairman of the Finance Committee, that these bonds represent a very secure investment with guaranteed maturity value but are subject to fluctuation from year to year.
Secondly, Steen Jensen, the Honorary Treasurer, highlighted the fact that the Society has been particularly active in recent years in organising courses and conferences. Since these have been largely focused on the needs of the developing world they have required a considerable input of funds.
It was agreed that the Society should continue to recognise the needs of the developing world and organise such activities but it was also recognised that there would need to be increased efforts in the area of fundraising (without increasing Members fees!). This should be possible by organising some profitable events in the industrial world and by seeking collaboration with external funding agencies to help finance projects in the developing world. This is a challenge for the incoming Executive Board!
Education
The Chairman of the Education Committee, John Hughes, reported on a number of varied activities. Courses in Amputation Surgery and related Prosthetics had been held in Thailand (March, 1994) , Slovenia (September, 1994) and Panama (November, 1994) . A Consensus Conference on Orthotic Management of Cerebral Palsy had been organised by David Condie, with local management by Mike Schuch, in the USA (November, 1994) .
A Consensus Conference on Appropriate Prosthetic Technology was at an advanced stage of planning. The intended venue was Phnom Penh in Cambodia; the time June 1995. A substantial 80% of the funding was being provided by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). Binks Day was Project Officer while Me1 Stills handled liaison with USAID and looked after the incredibly complex travel arrangements. The organising group was chaired by John Hughes. I can now report, with the benefit of hindsight, that the Conference was an outstanding success and, in my opinion, a great credit to ISPO. Full reports on both consensus conferences will be produced during 1995.
The Education Committee had also been concerned with professional standards in prosthetics and orthotics worldwide. This had led to the concept of different categories of practitioners according to the education and training facilities available. In the industrial world, the end point of recognised courses is the Prosthetist/Orthotist (Category I). In the developing world, where it is unrealistic to expect the same facilities, the achievable grade is that of Orthopaedic Technologist (Category 11). 'The Education Committee had made significant strides in developing universally accepted standards for the training of Category I1 practitioners in terms of job description, learning objectives and examinations. It was agreed that efforts should be made, in collaboration with INTERBOR, to develop agreed standards for Category I practitioners.
Another aspect of education which had been of great interest to ISPO, and was relevant to the discussion about professional standards, was certification. In conjunction with the American Board for Certification (ABC), the ISPO/Interbor Joint Education Committee had been conducting a series of trials of the ABC examination. These had been completed in the UK and Australia. Further trials were planned for Tanzania and Germany. The aim was to establish internationally accepted standards for certification procedures.
Membership
Norman Jacobs had been in communication with several newly forming National Member Societies. Applications from Argentina and Slovenia were endorsed by the Executive Board. Recently, Hungary and France had also formed National Member Societies and Mexico and Venezuela had made enquiries. There are currently 28 National Member Societies.
Membership had continued to increase steadily with some perturbations around the time of the World Congress. ISPO Membership currently stood at around 2450.
Publicity and Publications
The Publicity and Publications Committee, chaired by Hans Arendzen, had been active in seeking new ways to promote the Society. To this end they had produced a new colourful brochure. In addition, they had designed and distributed a new promotional leaflet aimed at attracting subscribers to Prosthetics and Orthotics International. They had also been concerned with the editing of a new video tape on trans-tibial amputation produced by Amar Jain and John Guy. It was agreed that the video would be made available, as widely as possible, at a cost of USD 35 + postage.
Standards
The Task Officer for Standards, David Condie explained that the working groups dealing with IS0 TC168 (Prosthetics and Orthotics), IS0 TC173 (Technical Systems and Aids for Disabled Persons) and CEN TC293 (Technical Systems for Disabled Persons) are making good progress and new documents are at an advanced stage of development. More detailed information can be obtained from David Condie. 
International Organisations

Congresses
At the first Executive Board meeting, Valma Angliss, Secretary General for the imminent World Congress in Melbourne, gave an update on the events which were about to unfold over the coming week. By the second meeting, she and her organising group were being warmly congratulated on a highly successful World Congress.
Hans Arendzen advised the Board that preparation was going well for the 1998 World Congress to be held in Amsterdam. He anticipated that the programme structure would be similar to that of previous World Congresses. The Executive Board proposed that bids from National Member Societies, wishing to hold the 2001 World Congress, should be received by December 1995. They would then be scrutinised in January 1996 by the Executive Board which may ask for clarification of some details and a final decision will be made in July 1996. This was approved by the International Committee.
Reports from National Member Societies
At the International Committee Meeting, reports were presented verbally and in the form of papers by the following National Member Societies: Caribbean, Colombia, Finland, Hong Kong, Netherlands, New Zealand, Canada, USA, UK, Japan, Australia, Panama, Belgium, Hungary. Verbal reports were also given by the following: Sweden, Argentina, Slovenia, Denmark, Germany, Switzerland and Belgium.
Executive Board Elections
The Protocol and Nominations Committee had been directed by the International Committee to examine the election protocol with a view to increasing the input of National Member Societies in the early stages of the election process. According to the existing protocol, a "slate" of nominations was drawn up by the Executive Board and sent to all National Member Societies for additional nominations. The Executive Board was then elected from this extended slate by the International Committee. Under the new protocol, approved by the International Committee, National Member Societies will be invited to suggest candidates for election before the slate is drawn up. It was hoped that National Member Societies would seek to nominate individuals from other countries as well as from their own National Member Society.
International Consultants
The President-Elect, Seishi Sawamura, presented a paper on the role of International Consultants and provided a list of present International Consultants. Verbal and written reports were provided by 
Twinning
The Netherlands National Member Society had been very active in establishing supportive links with other nations, particularly in Eastern Europe. Jan Geertzen described some of these activities. He referred, in particular, to the efforts of Ed van Laar, who whilst providing training courses in Hungary, had been instrumental in the formation of the new Hungarian National Member Society. The Netherlands was also involved in twinning activities with Poland, Croatia and Czechia.
David Condie described the UK twinning with Malawi, in partnership with the Chartered Society of Physiotherapists, which had provided for six ISPO membership subscriptions, course attendance for three individuals and shipment of equipment to Malawi. John Michael described USA twinning activities in Latin America. It has involved the transfer of information in the form of reciprocal lectures, collaborative conferences and exchange of papers. It has stimulated the development of friendship between the different countries and has enabled the USA to provide financial assistance, such as money for scholarships.
Rosie de Saez reported that the Panama National Member Society is currently helping their neighbours, Guatemala and Costa Rica to form National Member Societies. It was clear that the twinning activities in Central and South America were having a beneficial secondary twinning effect where the countries which had received support and help from the USA were then offering similar help to other countries in the area.
Amendments to the Constitution
The amendments to the Constitution, which had been detailed previously in Prosthetics and
Orthotics International (December, 1993 and August, 1994) . were approved by the International Committee and are reported on in this issue of Prosthetics and Orthotics International in the report of the Eighth World Assembly.
Incoming Executive Board
World Assembly.
The Executive Board, elected for the triennium 1995-98, is outlined in the report of the Eighth
In Conclusion
This is an exciting time as the new triennium begins. Important ongoing projects and exciting new challenges await us. We look forward, under the leadership of our President Seishi Sawamura, to maintaining a high level of effort and achievement on behalf of all members of our Society and for the benefit of people, throughout the world, who have physical disabilities.
Brendan McHugh Honorary Secretary
ISPO -SLOVENIA
The Society is pleased to announce the formation of a new National Member Society in Slovenia:
Following is a list of its officers:
President
DuSan Kaloper, MD, MSc
Secretary
TomaZ Maver, Eng.
The above may be contacted at the following address:
ISPO -Slovenia
InStitut Republike Slovenije za Rehabilitacijo Linhartova 5 1 61 112 Ljubljana p.p. 21, SLOVENIA
